Report of the Agenda Item Coordinator during WRC-23
Kevin Knights (Kevin.Knights@csiro.au)
Report Date: Friday 24 Nov 2023

1. Agenda Item 1.12 - to conduct, and complete in time for WRC‑23, studies for a possible new secondary allocation to the Earth exploration-satellite service (active) for spaceborne radar sounders within the range of frequencies around 45 MHz, taking into account the protection of incumbent services, including in adjacent bands, in accordance with Resolution 656 (Rev.WRC‑19);
2. Topics proposed by other regional Groups or ITU Members which are not included in ACP and APT View
There was no input APT ACP for this agenda item.
3. Progress of discussion during WRC-23 on the Agenda Item
The third meeting of SWG 5A1 (a.i.1.12) was held today Friday 24 Nov and was a shorter meeting (30 minutes) that followed on from a meeting of WG5A at 2.30pm chaired by Mr. Bruno Espinosa (ESA).
Chair noted that on the SharePoint that there is a compilation working document and a separate document containing technical proposals based on contributions for protection of incumbent services. Chair emphasized basic principles: protection of incumbent services and allow operation of EESS (active) in some areas. Concept that allows operation outside of polar/Greenland area with higher pfd on a case-by-case basis but must seek agreement of affected administrations.
It was noted that some inputs (CITEL) did not specify any pfd limits and many indicated that it was necessary to have some limit in order to protect existing services (this had general support). CITEL will take back to their administrations the proposal for a pfd limit including in the polar regions for feedback. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]France noted that there was no doubt that in order for radar sounders to operate some level of interference to existing terrestrial services would result, that we can’t insist on 100% protection in order to proceed with this agenda item. Incumbents would experience a “few seconds” of interference “every few days”.
There was some further discussion on conditions for protection (without coming to a conclusion yet). It was noted that further discussion is required on technical issues such as the pfd limit (both within the polar regions and also outside), and other elements such as the percentage of time for interference and the overall duration of time of operation that this is calculated over. 
The Chair encouraged all to think about these issues before the next meeting on Monday.
Next meeting is proposed for Monday 27 November at 10.45am.
4. Issues which require discussion at APT Coordination Meetings and seek guidance thereafter
None specific at this point, as many potential solutions still under discussion. APT will need to review proposed solutions (technical conditions for operation) once they are further developed with the SWG.

Note: Coordinators are encouraged to conduct informal consultation with interested APT Members on the issues/topics under no. 2 and inform the outcomes of consultation to the Coordination Meeting. Coordinators can also organize coordination meetings on the respective agenda items whenever necessary.     
