Report of the Agenda Item Coordinator during WRC-23
Kevin Knights (Kevin.Knights@csiro.au)
Report Date: Thursday 30 Nov 2023

1. Agenda Item 1.12 - to conduct, and complete in time for WRC‑23, studies for a possible new secondary allocation to the Earth exploration-satellite service (active) for spaceborne radar sounders within the range of frequencies around 45 MHz, taking into account the protection of incumbent services, including in adjacent bands, in accordance with Resolution 656 (Rev.WRC‑19);
2. Topics proposed by other regional Groups or ITU Members which are not included in ACP and APT View
There was no input APT ACP for this agenda item.
3. Progress of discussion during WRC-23 on the Agenda Item
The sixth meeting of SWG 5A1 (a.i.1.12) was held today Thursday 30 Nov at 10.45am chaired by Mr. Bruno Espinosa (ESA) and reviewed v7 of the working document.
The meeting commenced with a review of offline discussions. Japan indicated they are in consultation with internal stakeholders (mainly related to allocation to WPR in Antarctica, with a more minor issue being to protect Amateur in the polar regions) and will return at a later meeting with a proposal on a way forward for the footnote 5.162x issue.
The Chair noted that difficulties with including Antarctic were not so much regulatory (BR already indicated ok), but potential legalities around Antarctic Treaty etc. Possibility of ending up with specification of geographical area (rather than mentioning the Antarctic).
USA and CEPT having offline discussions with ASMG (who want to exclude some countries) from allocation. Not fruitful yet, but continuing.
ASMG proposing a new way: excluding certain countries but allowing for those countries to still have an agreement with operators (and other affected countries) to allow measurements. This was thought interesting, but needs offline discussion and further review.
The issue of using subsatellite point to define operation in polar regions raised by Chair (no-one commented, so Chair removed yellow highlighting).
Discussion about the footnote with pfd limit for protection of Amateur Service inside polar region (Japan/Zimbabwe support retaining), more discussion on limit etc. required.  Japan agreed to remove footnote protecting Amateur outside polar region (as the pfd limit was very stringent anyway, providing protection).
Offline discussions will continue, with another 1.12 session 10.45am tomorrow (Friday).
4. Issues which require discussion at APT Coordination Meetings and seek guidance thereafter
None specific at this point, as many potential solutions still under discussion. APT members are actively participating in the SWG meetings and are encouraged to continue close review of proposed solutions (technical conditions for operation) as they are further developed within the SWG.
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