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1. Agenda Item 1.12 - to conduct, and complete in time for WRC‑23, studies for a possible new secondary allocation to the Earth exploration-satellite service (active) for spaceborne radar sounders within the range of frequencies around 45 MHz, taking into account the protection of incumbent services, including in adjacent bands, in accordance with Resolution 656 (Rev.WRC‑19);
2. Topics proposed by other regional Groups or ITU Members which are not included in ACP and APT View
There was no input APT ACP for this agenda item.
3. Progress of discussion during WRC-23 on the Agenda Item
The seventh meeting of SWG 5A1 (a.i.1.12) was held today Friday 1 Dec at 2.30pm chaired by Mr. Bruno Espinosa (ESA) and reviewed v8 of the working document.
The chair indicated that the current main blocking issue is the provisions outside the polar/Greenland regions. The Chair referred to subsection 3.1 in the working document and specifically the sentence “Subject to agreement of concerned administrations, these limits may be exceeded on the territory of these administrations” which has been problematic for some. The Chair proposed deleting this sentence, and as there were no objections it was removed (thus addressing ASMG/ATU concerns as this means the radar sounder could essentially not operate outside the define polar/Greenland region due to the very stringent pfd level specified (which would essentially mean the transmitter being switched off). In the same subsection (3.1 dealing with limits outside the polar regions) the USA suggested removing the 2 different pfd limits (-189 dB(W/(m2.4kHz) for territories listed in 5.162A that operate Wind Profiler Radars and -166 dB(W/(m2.4kHz) for everywhere else outside the polar regions. The meeting agreed to move to a single limit (-189) meaning essentially no possibility of operation outside the polar/Greenland regions.
The draft footnote regarding EESS (active) not claiming protection from the radiolocation service stations was moved to section 3 (in order that it apply only outside the polar region and not everywhere). One frequency ranges and in the footnote remain in square brackets and requires further offline discussion (issue is can this apply to full frequency range of footnote 5.162A of 46-68 MHz).
There was some debate about whether the instructs the BR “to ensure the examination of the maximum pfd levels given in resolves 2.3” should also apply to resolves 3.1 (i.e. outside the polar/Greenland regions). This requires more offline discussion to resolve.
The time limit in resolves 2.1 was changed from 30 minutes to [30/90] minutes with further discussion required. 
There was discussion about resolves 2.x (related to the pfd limit to protect the Amateur Services in the adjacent 50-54 MHz band). CEPT felt this was unnecessary as studies showed no interference to the adjacent band, and the limit drafted was far more stringent than that already decided to protect the MS in the polar/Greenland regions.
Regarding footnote 5.162x (on the use of Wind Profiler Radars on a secondary basis in the Antarctic region) the Chair of WG5A (Mr. Eric Allaix) indicated that he is in discussion with Japan and Korea and expect to have some news on a possible solution to difficulties tomorrow.
The Chair indicated that one more session should be adequate (before pushing up to WG5A) and the last session of the SWG is proposed for 10.45am on Sunday. Offline discussions should continue in the meantime.
4. Issues which require discussion at APT Coordination Meetings and seek guidance thereafter
None specific at this point, as many potential solutions still under discussion. APT members are actively participating in the SWG meetings and are encouraged to continue close review of proposed solutions (technical conditions for operation) as they are further developed within the SWG.
The latest version (v9) of the working document (updated by the AI 1.12 Chair following today’s meeting is attached for reference).
