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1. Agenda Item 1.12 - to conduct, and complete in time for WRC‑23, studies for a possible new secondary allocation to the Earth exploration-satellite service (active) for spaceborne radar sounders within the range of frequencies around 45 MHz, taking into account the protection of incumbent services, including in adjacent bands, in accordance with Resolution 656 (Rev.WRC‑19);
2. Topics proposed by other regional Groups or ITU Members which are not included in ACP and APT View
There was no input APT ACP for this agenda item.
3. Progress of discussion during WRC-23 on the Agenda Item
The eighth (and final) meeting of SWG 5A1 (a.i.1.12) was held today Sunday 3 Dec at 10.45am chaired by Mr. Bruno Espinosa (ESA) and reviewed v10 of the working document.
The meeting accepted the offline agreement that the systems should operate for no more than 90 minutes (versus the earlier value of 30 minutes) in the polar/Greenland region (refer resolves 2.1 in the working document).
For operation outside of the polar/Greenland region there was a lengthy discussion regarding the Egypt/ASMG proposal to include a clause (resolves 3.1) which prohibits operation over certain territories (North Africa and the Arabian Peninsula). This was met with much opposition mainly pointing out the use of the word prohibited is not usual practice in a Resolutionl, particularly for the EESS which is of a worldwide nature, and also the very stringent pfd limit already proposed in these areas which would preclude operation.
Eventually the meeting settled on a form of the Resolution that includes the following resolves:
1. Limitation of use by EESS (active) in 40-50 MHz to spaceborne radar sounders
2. Definition of Polar/Greenland region and pfd limits for that region (including a pfd limit that shall not be exceeded for more than 0.05% within a 24-hour period.
3. Specification of a very strict pfd limit outside the polar/Greenland region that essentially means that no measurements could be made in that outside region.
4. A clause prohibiting the use of radar sounders over the territory of defined administrations (North Africa/Arabian Peninsula). This resolves (4) was kept in square brackets as there was strong opposition in the meeting, and it will need to be resolved at a higher level.
Regarding the issue of inclusion of the Antarctic in a new footnote 5.162X (for use of Wind Profiler Radars in 46-68 MHz), Japan agreed to remove this proposal for a new footnote. As explained by the Chair of WG 5A offline discussions were held between the BR and Japan/Korea and there is now a proposal (not ready to table yet) to address the Antarctic issue by addition of text in the Resolution itself (this will be reviewed at a higher level such as WG 5A or higher).
The resulting final (WG 5A1) version of the draft document will now go to the WG 5A on Monday with regulatory text and the draft New Resolution (with some options to consider as outlined above) but also including a NoC option.
4. Issues which require discussion at APT Coordination Meetings and seek guidance thereafter
None specific at this point to be considered at the APT coordination meeting.
[bookmark: _GoBack]However, with the final draft version of the WG 5A1 document now proceeding to the meeting of WG 5A on Monday, APT members should carefully consider the contents and options therein to satisfy this agenda item. A common APT view on this agenda item still remains unlikely due to different views on the outcome.
The latest (and final version) (v11) of the working document (updated by the AI 1.12 Chair following today’s meeting is attached for reference).
