Report of the Agenda Item Coordinator during WRC-23
Kevin Knights (Kevin.Knights@csiro.au)
Report Date: Monday 4 December 2023

1. Agenda Item 1.12 - to conduct, and complete in time for WRC‑23, studies for a possible new secondary allocation to the Earth exploration-satellite service (active) for spaceborne radar sounders within the range of frequencies around 45 MHz, taking into account the protection of incumbent services, including in adjacent bands, in accordance with Resolution 656 (Rev.WRC‑19);
2. Topics proposed by other regional Groups or ITU Members which are not included in ACP and APT View
There was no input APT ACP for this agenda item.
3. Progress of discussion during WRC-23 on the Agenda Item
The draft temporary document (TD/80) for agenda item 1.12 was reviewed at the WG 5A meeting held today Monday 4th December at 2pm (chaired by Mr. Eric Allaix).
[bookmark: _GoBack]It was noted that a lot of work had been spent working on the provisions for protection of incumbent services. The provisions for operation of spaceborne radar sounders in the polar regions (resolves 2.1-2.4) were agreed. The difficulties still lie in agreeing the provisions in resolves 3 for when the satellite subpoint is outside the polar/Greenland regions. AMSG (Egypt/Algeria/UAE) supported by ATU(Zimbabwe) still insist on addition of a resolves 4) which includes language prohibiting radar sounder emissions outside the polar regions. Egypt also requested that footnote 5.A112 specify exclusion of some regional areas (this was strongly opposed by CEPT and others). China also expressed difficulty with some new “invites the administrations concerned” text regarding coordination on a case by case basis for WPRs as under Article 5 there is currently no allocation for radiolocation of WPRs in the southern polar region.
The WG 5A Chair then suggested the formation of offline discussions in order to address the 2 issues:
1. The issue raised by ASMG/AUT regarding footnote 5.A112 and resolves 4), and
2. The issue regarding the new “invites the administrations concerned” text.
Later in the day (5.30pm) and offline discussion was held. At the offline discussion progress was made regarding the issue raised by Australia regarding the specification of the frequency range 46-50 MHz in resolves 3.2 regarding EESS (active) not claiming protection form stations operating in the radiolocation service in countries included in No. 5.162A. This now appears to be resolved with some short new text in 2 other areas of the document (this will be presented at the next meeting of WG 5A). Discussion between EESS proponents and ASMG/ATU were less productive with no compromise reached about the issue of prohibition of emissions in certain geographical areas (this will be discussed at the next AI 1.12 offline meeting at 9am Tuesday).

4. Issues which require discussion at APT Coordination Meetings and seek guidance thereafter
None specific at this point to be considered at the APT coordination meeting.
APT members should carefully consider the contents and options contained in the latest version of the temporary document to satisfy this agenda item. 
The latest version available of the temporary document (updated following today’s offline meeting at 17.30 is attached for reference).
