Report of the Agenda Item Coordinator during WRC-23
Kevin Knights (Kevin.Knights@csiro.au)
Report Date: Tuesday 5 December 2023

1. Agenda Item 1.12 - to conduct, and complete in time for WRC‑23, studies for a possible new secondary allocation to the Earth exploration-satellite service (active) for spaceborne radar sounders within the range of frequencies around 45 MHz, taking into account the protection of incumbent services, including in adjacent bands, in accordance with Resolution 656 (Rev.WRC‑19);
2. Topics proposed by other regional Groups or ITU Members which are not included in ACP and APT View
There was no input APT ACP for this agenda item.
3. Progress of discussion during WRC-23 on the Agenda Item
The draft temporary document (TD/80) (updated after yesterday’s offline meeting) for agenda item 1.12 was reviewed at an additional offline meeting held today Tuesday 5th December at 9am (chaired by Mr. Eric Allaix).
The Chair first presented the latest version of the draft temp document (including the changes identified during yesterday’s offline meeting. It was explained that the issue raised earlier by Australia regarding the specification of the frequency range 46-50 MHz in resolves 3.2 regarding EESS (active) not claiming protection form stations operating in the radiolocation service in countries included in No. 5.162A was now resolved with some short new text in recognizing e) and in the header for section 3.1.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The rest of the meeting then focused on finding a solution to the new resolves 4 (proposed by Egypt/ASMG and some ATU members) to prohibit the use of the EESS (active) over the territories of certain countries. It was noted by the Chair that keeping a very low level emission from the satellite (which does not allow measurements) when outside the polar regions would prolong the lifetime of the satellite. Egypt suggested that deleting resolves 3 and 4 might be a way forward, however most other administrations/regions could not accept deletion of resolve 3 (which contains very stringent pfd limits outside the polar region, and the possibility of operations by agreement). It was also pointed out that the text using “prohibition” would mean no possibility of measurements outside the polar region (even if requested by e.g. a Northern African administration or by India) and should not be used in regulatory text for EESS which has a global basis. In order to avoid the use of the word “prohibited” it was proposed and mostly accepted to change the language slightly to “use….is [not/only] permitted with [special/explicit] agreement. ASMG has an issue with the term special agreement (although it was explained that the meaning and process for special agreement is spelled out in article 6 of the Radio Regulations) and suggested use of the word “explicit” instead (and a footnote for HAPS was point out that uses this word). The was also some difficulty with the wording indicating the need to obtain agreement for any territories located within 2000km (but it may be acceptable to EESS (active)).
With these changes Egypt agreed with deletion of resolves 4) as long as the text was moved up into the beginning of section 3.2. The rest of the meeting worked 2 different version of the paragraph with subtle differences in wording (one using the construct “use of the band” and the other using the construct “operation of” when talking about use being only permitted with special/explicit agreement). 
The Chair concluded the meeting noting that he will try to schedule one more offline meeting tomorrow in an attempt to resolve the remaining differences, otherwise the draft would go back to the next level with 2 options. Option 1 being the text as it appeared at the beginning of today’s offline, i.e. without the text developed today, and then a second NoC option.
4. Issues which require discussion at APT Coordination Meetings and seek guidance thereafter
None specific at this point to be considered at the APT coordination meeting.
APT members should carefully consider the contents and options contained in the latest version of the temporary document to satisfy this agenda item. 
The version of the document as it was at the beginning of today’s offline is attached for reference, the version that was from the end of today’s offline should be available later today.
