Report of the Agenda Item Coordinator during WRC-23
Name and email of the Coordinator:
Report Date: Tuesday 21 Nov 2023

1. Agenda Item 1.12 - to conduct, and complete in time for WRC‑23, studies for a possible new secondary allocation to the Earth exploration-satellite service (active) for spaceborne radar sounders within the range of frequencies around 45 MHz, taking into account the protection of incumbent services, including in adjacent bands, in accordance with Resolution 656 (Rev.WRC‑19);
2. Topics proposed by other regional Groups or ITU Members which are not included in ACP and APT View
There was no input APT ACP for this agenda item.
3. Progress of discussion during WRC-23 on the Agenda Item
The first meeting of SWG 5A1 (a.i.1.12) was held today Tuesday 21 Nov at 2pm chaired by Mr. Bruno Espinosa (ESA). The meeting was fully occupied by the introduction of all input contributions and some general discussion about possible ways forward for this agenda item.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Most administrations with input documents supported a new secondary allocation in 40-50 MHz for spaceborne radar sounders, however the main differences were in the conditions to be imposed in the draft new resolution in order to minimize interference to incumbent services. Administrations/Regional organizations with input documents supporting were: CITEL, CEPT, RCC, Japan, China, Thailand. Administrations advocating NoC were: ASMG, India, ATU (noting that all indicated some willingness to review carefully the outcome of the ongoing discussions, also progress at the October 2023 meeting of WP 7C was noted).
The Chair praised the input from Thailand which tried to combine various aspects of many of the options in the draft Resolution output from CPM23-2. The Chair felt this could assist with forming a starting point for further discussion (noting the varying approaches to setting conditions on the potential allocation). One scenario described by the Chair as a possible way forward was to work on suitable conditions within the polar regions (e.g. pfd, percentage of time, etc.) while having a much more stringent pfd outside the polar regions that would effectively make the EESS active radar sounder not able to be operated outside the polar regions (unless prior agreement could be obtained with affected or requesting administrations when for example measurements were desired regarding water aquifers in arid regions).
On the separate (but related topic) of addition of countries to footnote 5.162A (for operation of Wind Profiler Radars in 46-68 MHz) requests were made by via input contributions by Australia, Indonesia, Korea and Japan (with Japan also proposing an additional footnote regarding WPR use is the Antarctic Treaty Region). Generally, this was well received but it was noted that further work/discussion/advice was required to confirm whether it was valid to add the Antarctic Treaty Region.
Next meeting is proposed for Thursday 23 November at 9am.
4. Issues which require discussion at APT Coordination Meetings and seek guidance thereafter
None at this point, as document introduction, general observations only at this point.

Note: Coordinators are encouraged to conduct informal consultation with interested APT Members on the issues/topics under no. 2 and inform the outcomes of consultation to the Coordination Meeting. Coordinators can also organize coordination meetings on the respective agenda items whenever necessary.     
